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Such is the popular tradition of Mandcean history,
according to the conyert Adam, which must *>e
taken for what it is worth. Much more valuable arer
the accounts preserved by M. Siouffi on the manners
and customs of this strange people. The most charac-
teristic of their religious observances is the frequent
habit of baptism, in which we cannot but see a relic
of some aboriginal Babylonian river-worship, though
the sacerdotal adoption of the practice was doubtless
due to the various Judseo-Christian sects which en-
forced the importance of baptism $ from sects such as
the Hemerobaptists and the Elkesaites, whom many
scholars indeed identify with the MancUeans, the doc-
trine of purification by water might have been easily
derived; but there must, we imagine, have been sonic
substratum of ancient Euphrates-worship among the
faiths of the Chaldean soil, which brought about so
complete and rigorous an adoption of the custom of
baptism in running water. A good Sabian ought to
be baptised soon after birth, directly after marriage,
on every Sunday, before the great feast-days, on
returning from a journey, after a funeral; when one
has been bitten by a dog or serpent, or has killed a
bird, or eaten food prepared by unbelievers, or bled
at the nose. In any of these circumstances, and
many others which it is impossible to describe, at
all hours of the day and night, and in every variety of
weather, the Sabians hurry to the river and plunge
in. The poor fellows turn quite blue in cold weather;
and it is worse still for the women, who must go before
daybreak, in the chill of the morning, to avoid being